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K ing of
the Castle

The story of how one British banker crossed the pond
and turned an NYC townhouse into home.
by Sue Hostetler • photographs by Marco Ricca

.
Mark Standish

Mark Standish’s pale yellow townhouse stands out on a block full of traditional red-brick buildings. The majestic maple doors with
silver hardware add a dash of modernity. OPPOSITE PAGE: The main level’s living/dining room was opened up, giving the house a
loftlike feel. Red velvet chairs and ornate antiques are offset by white Venetian plaster walls and a delicate chandelier.
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INVESTMENT BANKER MARK STANDISH
holds court at his elegant Chelsea townhouse—
the only home on the block painted an inviting
and refreshing shade of pale yellow.
Originally from London, Standish moved
stateside 18 years ago, living first in New Jersey
with his now ex-wife and three boys, then moving
to Manhattan. “I lived on the Upper West Side
originally,” he says. “I liked access to the park
and, quite frankly, Downtown wasn’t as comfortable a community back then. I eventually migrated
to Chelsea, though. I like the whole feel of
Downtown now—being close to the Meatpacking
District, which is exciting, and having easy access
to the Holland Tunnel to see my kids in Jersey.”
But why choose a townhouse—especially when
you’re a single guy working long hours as a managing director? “You know what? I love stairs.
They’re a sign of a real home,” Standish says with
a laugh. “And I don’t like people living above or
below me. This is such a lovely house, and
because it’s in the middle of the block, you don’t
get avenue noise; at night you don’t hear a thing.”
A rarity in New York City, to be sure.
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Built in the 1850s, the gracious home has had
some interesting occupants, including, most
recently, singer/songwriter Suzanne Vega.
Standish has been steadily rejuvenating the property since buying it a few years ago and, as many
real estate-savvy people know, renovating homes
with landmarked historic significance like his can
be a delicate process. Clearly, Standish has

Built in the 1850s,
the gracious home
has had some interesting
occupants, including, most
recently, singer/songwriter
Suzanne Vega.
worked to preserve many of the important original design elements while adding layers that
allow for the design to be modernized and to
evolve. Purists would appreciate details such as
the grand original fireplace mantels that remain

intact, as well as the stately windows, which seamlessly blend with the sleek, modern, white-lacquered walls and the new custom-made herringbone floors. “I wanted it to be a study in contrast,”
Standish says. “Contemporary mixed with traditional. It’s so easy to get bored if you stick with one
theme! That’s why I combined things like an oversize piece of contemporary art [like the replica of
Queen Elizabeth’s head fashioned in safety pins
by British artist Ann Carrington] with a 150-yearold Venetian mirror, and Chippendale chairs with
terra-cotta flooring from a villa in France.”
And the real kicker here: Standish didn’t hire
an interior designer. “I love making decisions,”
he explains. “I knew what I wanted.” And that
was a bit of a throwback to the great British men’s
clubs of the 1940s: lots of wood, leather club
chairs, interesting stonework, masculine
antiques, Gothic-looking red velvet dining room
chairs, and, of course, the requisite bar. Luckily,
Standish understood the importance of a
restrained palette and stayed with cream- and
coffee-colored walls and fabrics that provide
some critical balance to the overall cigar and
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CLOCKWISE FROM OPPOSITE PAGE, FAR
LEFT:

The bright and handsome
kitchen, with its custom-made birch
cabinetry paired with granite countertops, is a rare mix of great looks and
functionality; no proper gentleman’s
club would be complete without a
fully stocked bar, and this maple and
marble version mixes perfectly with
the brick and the terra-cotta flooring
brought from a villa in France; Queen
Elizabeth, fashioned out of safety
pins by British artist Ann Carrington,
greets visitors in the foyer, where custom parquet flooring and oversize maple doors added by
Standish help to modernize the 1850s home; the study reflects a casual elegance, as well as
the passions of the man of the house: golf, family, and antique furnishings.
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Standish’s favorite part of the house is the roof deck.
“I spend a lot of time up there....
I even checked with the church next door to see
what time they ring their bells so they wouldn’t interrupt my entertaining.”
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ABOVE: Standish’s favorite “room” in the house: the spectacular roof deck. He plans to add trellising and a
barbecue this fall. LEFT: The bathroom’s sleek, modern aesthetic.

poker-den feel. A surprising highlight remains
the stunning kitchen, with its custom-made, intricately carved birch cabinetry that echoes the
feeling of a sleek Milanese apartment.
But forget the kitchen, or even the bar:
Standish’s favorite part of the house is the roof
deck. “It’s really just functional right now, but my
project this fall is adding trellising, built-ins, and a
barbecue,” he says. “I spend a lot of time up there
as it is now, though. I even checked with the
church next door to see what time they ring their
bells so they wouldn’t interrupt my entertaining.”
Despite his plans for the deck, it appears that the
real gathering spot for visitors is downstairs, in the
very cozy den area off the bar. “That probably is
the most comfortable spot in the house,” he says.
“It’s a great place to hang out. Everyone just

seems to congregate there.”
Standish is clearly a fortunate man in many
ways—but near the top of his list of lucky breaks
would have to be the fact that he was even able to
find this abode. Single-family townhouses in New
York City have become wildly popular over the last
five years, many being sold before they hit the open
market. (In the most desirable neighborhoods, like
Chelsea and the West Village, very few houses are
for sale at any given time, and prices have shot into
the stratosphere.) Standish is nothing if not aware of
his good fortune. “I love New York,” he says. “It’s
got everything. And it has much better weather
than London, and isn’t as spread out. You can walk
practically anywhere here.”
And staying home and being lord of the manor
isn’t bad, either. [G]
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